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Minutes 

Burton-in-Lonsdale Parish Council 
Finance Committee Meeting
Tuesday 22nd November 2011 at 7.30pm, 

Village Hall, Burton in Lonsdale

1. Declarations of interest (if any) re this meeting; signing of Declarations Book; changes to be updated on Register of Members’ Interests

There were no declarations of interest.

2. Appointment of Chairman for the Meeting
Resolved

Cllr Biles be appointed Chairman for this meeting.

3. 2012-2013 Budget : discussion and recommendations to full council, including
Consideration of tenders for maintenance items, street lighting renewal, play area equipment replacement,   insurance items’ valuations, Recreation Field business plan, etc.
The Clerk circulated information including tender documents prior to the meeting to assist discussions.

Normal expenditure items were discussed, using expenditure-to-date figures where available.
Resolved

To recommend a budget for usual expenditure items based on to-date expenditure where available, tenders for maintenance work, or previous annual expenditure. (see appendix 1). Rationale:
a) Maintenance and Renewals

· Street Lights ordinary maintenance:  to be set at half the estimated two-year cost, as the maintenance cycle is two yearly, with the second year being the more expensive as it includes a complete inspection and lamp change. £400
· Street Light replacements: to be set at £2,000, to cover the twice yearly payments between 2012 and 2021 (see minute 6d 25th November 2010).
· Street Light renewals: to continue setting aside £500 (minute 6d, 25th  November 2010) on an annual basis to cover additional renewals, if required.

· Seats maintenance: 7 seats (excl. Rec Field) to be set slightly lower, as Cllr Mason offered to treat the seats on the Village Green for the cost of materials.

· Grass cutting: Lots 4, 5: Village Green, path to VOSCY and Riverside Land total £880; recommendation the Riverside Land has five cuts (not three as agreed by PC and specified in the original tender document) at £40/cut (NB this would increase budget by £80)
· Xmas Tree £250, and £75 for power
· Very Old and Separate Churchyard (VOSCY): £250 (however, Cllr Biles has offered to cut the grass in the Very Old and Separate Churchyard for the cost of fuel and strimming cord used, on an ad hoc basis (allowing a contractor to be used if Cllr Biles is not available); Cllr. Sedgwick offered to assist for the first cut of the season (minute 6d, 27th October 2011)
b) Other
· Subscriptions: £290, covering the increase in the YLCA membership.
· Insurance: a total of £967 to date includes additional items (Fidelity insurance £51 for 10 months, portacabin insurance £103 for 11 months).  It was

Resolved

Play equipment recently installed on the play area should be added to the current policy with immediate effect

The suggested amount for the budget to be £1,200

Recommended

Entire insurance requirement to be reviewed at the March meeting of the PC
· Hire of Village Hall to remain at £180, based on current rate of £6/hour.

· Elections, Sundries to draw down on unspent amounts from earlier years.

· Section 137 LGA 1972 expenditure: although a specific item has not been identified, it is thought prudent to allocate £400 for the purpose of the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations, pending confirmation of the activity(ies).

· Donations other than s137, LGA 1972: it is noted £2334 remains unspent from the amount set aside for the Burton Regeneration Group for the provision of a new building on the Recreation Field. 

c) Recreation Field
· Portacabin utilities: the committee recognises the amount varies with use and suggests £200 be allocated.
· Play Area equipment inspection and maintenance: to allocate a sum for an accompanied annual safety inspection, drawing down on previously unspent money for necessary repairs and maintenance.

· Miscellaneous maintenance: to allocate £500 to be used along with previously unspent money to pay for new steps, protective stop cock cover, gravel and bollards on/around portacabin.

· Grass cuts for Lots 1, 2 and 3 (per tender document Minutes 27th October, appendix 2): allocate £995 total, number of grass cuts to be confirmed.

· Rubbish collection: to make a gift to the value of £50 to Mr Kitchen in recognition of his voluntary work making ready the wheeled bin for collection on a fortnightly basis.
· Play Area seat and picnic table maintenance: Cllr Mason offered to carry out necessary maintenance for the cost of materials.

· Firework event: previous unspent money (£100) to be allocated to recreation Field items, and to be omitted from this year’s budget (minute 23rd November 2010, Item 3)

d) Administration   

· Annual Audit: to allocate the same amount (£400) as fees are fairly static.

· Petty cash: this is used for minor purchases such as envelopes and stamps. This sum to be increased to £75 to take into account the rise in postal prices.

· Training Fees: this is considered to be an ad hoc item; modest fees could be covered from the surplus.

· Travel: to allocate £75 for the year.

· Telephone: a small increase to £75 p.a. to cover cost of calls and line rental. A discussion about a separate land line or mobile telephone ensued; these options were considered too costly.

· Print: £350 to cover councillors’ print allowance, currently at £35 p.a., and additional copying. The allowance may be reviewed, as councillors’ allowances were set more than two years ago.

· Computer Services: £460 p.a., covering internet access (broadband, email), paper, print cartridges, hardware/software maintenance (it was noted this charge has remained unchanged for several years ; heading to be clarified.

· Clerk’s salary: gross pay to remain unchanged at £1915 p.a.

· Clerk’s use of home: heat, light and storage to remain unchanged at £364 p.a.

· Clerk’s gratuity: recent projection given by YLCA corrects previous projection(s), decreasing total amount to be made available by November 2012. Therefore no allocation is necessary for the year 2012-13. 

Resolved

To recommend reallocation of (apparent) £1,500 surplus (based on YLCA calculations) to other purposes.
· Parish Plan expenses: Cllr Biles suggested a sum of £500 be allocated, which would be used to make a case to other grant givers for making a grant.

· Contingency Fund: no further allocation at this point as it stands at £2,000.

The total budget for usual expenditure is £ £13,314 (£13,364 incl Mr Kitchen’s gift)
Additional items for consideration were also discussed and require a decision by full council:

a) Queen’s Jubilee celebrations: a sum of £500 be considered for inclusion in the budget (either as a separate item or as a part of several items under S137, LGA 1972)
b) Road Signage refurbishments: the Committee expressed a wish to include this item in the budget, although a specific sum was not mentioned.

c) Tree maintenance: Cllr. Mason inspected trees on the Recreation Field, Riverside Land  and the Village Green with the contractor, and a sum of approximately £600 was estimated for various works (precise amount to be confirmed by Cllr Mason)
4. 2012-2013 Annual Precept : recommendation to full council of amount to be requested from Craven District Council

The committee recommends a 2012-13 precept of £13,300, £1,050 above that of 2011-12 (£12,250). It is estimated this equates to an annual increase for a Band D property of approximately £5 p.a. (to be confirmed by Craven District Council).
5. Date, time and venue of next monthly Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 24th November 2011, 7.30pm, Village Hall
The meeting closed at 10.15pm


Signed…………………………………………

Date ……………………

Appendix 1

	Budget 2012-13 (V2) proposal by Finance Committee
	2011-12 Budget
	2012-13 Budget

	Utilities: electricity for street lights
	550
	550 

	Maintenance and renewals: Village
	
	

	Street Lights (year 1 of maintenance cycle)
	250
	400 

	Street Light replacements (loan 2012-2021)
	2,000
	2,000 

	Street Lights: Renewals
	500
	500 

	Seat maintenance
	250
	175 

	Lot 4 Grass cuts Village Green, path to VOSCY
	490
	480 

	Lot 5 Grass cuts Riverside Land
	 
	120 

	Trees Riverside Land, & VG
	0
	0 

	Xmas Tree for Village Green
	220
	250 

	Xmas Tree : power supply
	75
	75 

	Village Green misc inc War memorial
	0
	0 

	Lot 6 VOSCY grass cuts
	224
	200 

	VOSCY trees, memorials [1450]
	 
	0 

	Other
	
	

	Subscriptions
	250
	290 

	Insurance (incl. portacabin)
	760
	1,200 

	Hire of Village Hall (30 hours @ £6 / hr)
	180
	180 

	Elections (local 2010)
	0
	500 

	Sundries
	0
	0 

	S/137 (2011-12 max £6.44/elector: 472 electors = £3039.68) 
	100
	400 

	Donations other than s137: BRG (LGA 1976 (Misc Provs)
	0
	0 

	Recreation Field
	
	

	portacabin water, electric
	200
	200 

	Play Area Equipt insp'n; maint.; 
	750
	80 

	Misc. maintenance: bollards (75), wall repairs (200)
	200
	500 

	Lot 1 Grass Cuts Football pitch, & surround (April-October)
	0
	600 

	Lot 2 Grass Cuts on play area
	200
	275 

	Lot 3 Grass Cuts (portacabin, path, gate, verge)
	 
	120 

	Rubbish collection
	50
	50 

	Play Area seat maintenance (inc above?)
	70
	0 

	Firework event
	0
	0 

	Administration 
	
	

	Annual Audit (external & internal)
	400
	400 

	Petty Cash
	50
	75 

	Training fees
	0
	0 

	Travel
	0
	75 

	Telephone
	50
	75 

	Print (incl Minute Book Binding £75)
	350
	350 

	Computer Services @£115/qrtr net
	460
	460 

	Clerk's Salary 220hrs x £8.545/hr + ann. leave) net
	1,537
	1,920 

	HMRC (re payroll tax deductions)
	383
	

	Clerks Use of home, heat, light annual amt £165
	373
	364 

	Clerk's use of home: file storage @ £4.00/week £208pa
	
	

	Clerk's Gratuity part, total payable after 9.11.2012
	813
	0 

	Parish Plan Expenses
	0
	500 

	Contingency Fund
	600
	0 

	
	12,335
	13,364 
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