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Minutes
Burton-in-Lonsdale Parish Council Meeting
Thursday 27th October 2011, 7.30pm to 10.15pm, 
Village Hall, Burton in Lonsdale
Present: Cllrs. Biles, Burns, (Chairman), Chapman, Mason (part), Salrein and Sedgwick; District Cllrs. Barrington and Brockbank.
In attendance: The Clerk.

Apologies: Cllr. S. Handley 
1. Declarations of interest (if any) re this meeting; signing of Declarations Book; changes to be updated on Register of Members’ Interests
There were no declarations of interest.

2. Minutes of Parish Council Meeting of 29th September 2011

The minutes were circulated to all councillors before the meeting and taken as read.

Resolved

The Minutes for the meeting of 29th September 2011 be accepted as a fair record.

The Chairman signed and dated the Minutes. Copies of the Minutes were made available for the Village Hall Notice Board.

3. Public Questions or Statements. There were none.
4. Matters Arising from Minutes of 29th September 2011, if not on Agenda

Item 5 Police Matters: traffic speed. The Clerk reported no response received as of this meeting re letter to Skipton Police Inspector.  
Resolved

To pursue matter again if no response by mid November 2011.

To contact Coniston Cold and Hornby Parish Councils re purchase and installation cost of traffic speed indicator light.

Item 7 Parish Councillor Reports: NYCC responded to this council’s complaint about new sign on High Street, next to public telephone box: 

“Tourist signs as with other road traffic signs are permitted in conservation areas however we do try to keep the numbers to be as few as possible.  The sign was most suitable at its present location which can be seen from both directions along Main Street. A sign opposite would not be so visible and may also block sight lines for traffic at the junction.”
Resolved
This council requests consultation by NYCC Highways one month before a proposed tourist sign installation. Copy to County Cllr Ireton, NYCC, Bentham Town Council and Ingleton parish Council.

5. Police matters

The Clerk reported on behalf of PC McClurg there were six reports, but no crime.
PC McClurg hopes to return to traffic speed monitoring after the beginning of November, approximately two in ten days, according to shifts.  If councillors have further suggestions, please let him know.

6. Finance Matters

a) Bank balances, including receipts as at 19th October 2011

The Clerk presented bank balances as at 19th October 2011 and schedule of commitments and payments (Appendix 1). Again, the clerk advised caution regarding the forecast year end figure, as past experience has demonstrated it can vary considerably from month to month, depending on cash flow; the final tranche of precept (£6,125) was received at the beginning of October. A donation of £100 was received in respect of the old metal slide, recently replaced during the children’s play area refurbishment (see minute below). A grant of £500 is shortly expected from Craven District Council regarding the portacabin purchase and installation.

b) Payments of budgeted and non budgeted items including:

· Final payment re portacabin purchase

Cllr Burns reported repairs to the portacabin were made at the end of last month. Concerns continue regarding the efficacy of the roof repair, as only part of the roof was patched.
Resolved

To request delaying final payment until the end December, allowing time for the repair to be proved weather proof.

It was noted the cabin exterior walls have been painted by a volunteer; the council is most appreciative, and conveys its grateful thanks to the volunteer who wishes to remain anonymous.

· Burton Regeneration Group Grant: Play Area project

The new play equipment is installed and already being well-used by local children. An official opening ceremony will be on Saturday 5th November, at midday, to which councillors are invited by the Burton Regeneration Group.

Resolved
To forward a cheque for £1,000 to the Burton Regeneration Group in respect of a grant awarded toward the project cost (as per minute, January 2011), with a letter of thanks for the group’s hard work for the village’s benefit. 
c) Street Lighting renewals finance: loan rates; decision

See item 8e below

d) Maintenance tender specifications: discussion re final wording

Cllr Biles presented a grid combining all grass cutting area details. Discussed at length were details of areas, grass cutting collection, and number of cuts. Final grid details were agreed (see appendix 2).
Cllr Biles offered to cut the grass in the Very Old and Separate Churchyard for the cost of fuel and strimming cord used, on an ad hoc basis (allowing a contractor to be used if Cllr Biles is not available); Cllr. Sedgwick offered to assist for the first cut of the season.

Councillors accepted the offer.

Resolved

To send the tender documents to contractors, to get prices in time for the November finance committee meeting, when the 2012-13 budget will be discussed.

7. Reports

County Councillor: no report

District Councillors

· Fuel Poverty Campaign 2011: Cllr Brockbank reported campaign, and passed details to the Clerk for circulation.

· Friends Bentham Library: Cllr Brockbank reported a librarian will be provided for limited hours, with volunteers manning the library at other times. The super mobile library will start visiting a limited number of places (not Burton in Lonsdale).  Residents are encouraged to join the library, as member numbers are constantly under review.

· Planning applications 15/2011/11882 and 11883: this application will go to the planning committee for review and decision; there is likely to be a site visit. The next committee meeting is on 14th November 2011. 

· Ingleton Middle School site future use: there have been some meetings about possible future use(s) and there have been several suggestions already; the next meeting will be on 10th November.  All local residents are welcome to attend.

· Police and Local Crime Commissioner will be elected (by the general public) in November 2012.

· Non-domestic rates collected by CDC are sent to central government and returned to CDC.  CDC intends to a government consultation regarding this practice.

Parish Councillors

Cllr Biles: Ambulance response times: following last meeting’s report regarding a long response time to an incident in the village, Cllr Biles contacted the Ambulance Service twice and as yet has not received a reply (this is outside the seven working days response time promised). Cllr Biles will pursue a response.

Cllr. Salrein: Roads: concern expressed re flooded/blocked drain on the road bend below the school, going out of the village, and poor surface drainage at Eldron House, on the A687, Ingleton Road.  Clerk confirmed these items have already been reported, and will be reported again.

Street Lighting: expressed dissatisfaction with height of replacement lighting column outside the village shop, and would contact NYCC about the matter.
Parking at Bentham Station: expressed concern re lack of spaces, as potential spaces taken by Little Red Buses.  District Cllr. Barrington noted the concerns, stating extra parking spaces are being looked into.
Clerk, YLCA, Rural Action Yorkshire (RAY): no report.

Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations 2012

There was a short discussion, and it was agreed in principle:

Resolved

A celebration should taken place in June 2012; ideas for the type of event(s) to be brought to the November meeting.

Woodland Trust: no report.
Village Hall Committee

Cllr Salrein reported Young Farmers, assisted by Cllr Sedgwick painted the hall ceiling.  The audio loop system is still being sorted out.

Joint Access and Rights of Way Committee: 
River bank erosion: the Clerk recently reported evidence of river bank erosion on Bog Beck (and a damaged footbridge) to NYCC Highways Footpaths officer.

Concern expressed regarding the Riverside Land and adjacent river bed regarding erosion, and large trees washing down river during high water conditions.

Resolved

Contact the Environment Agency to report, and get advice as to further action

Overgrown roadside verges:

It was noted the verge on the back road to Wennington (road to Greta Mount Farm) is very overgrown, reducing the road width and walkers’ vulnerability to traffic.  NYCC have indicated work may be done, funds permitting.  Before committing to a working party, it was

Resolved

Contact Bentham Town Council to enquire if it would organise the work to be done.
Bentham Common Lands Charity: no report
Burton Parish Plan Group
Cllr Biles reported an inaugural meeting took place on 20th October; about 20 people attending, from which a small committee of six people was formed which will meet on 3rd November 2011.
8. Maintenance Items

a) Village Green

Clerk recommended the ailing cherry tree be included in the contractor’s inspection when he visits the Recreation Field to assess the trees adjacent to the portacabin and play area, and the Riverside Land.
Resolved: to include cherry tree in inspection.
b) Riverside Land

The Clerk reported the area’s trees would be inspected shortly. 
9.30pm: Cllr. Barrington left the meeting.

c) Very Old and Separate Churchyard: Clerk reported there will be a PCC meeting in next couple of weeks, after which the position regarding maintenance responsibilities may become clearer.
d) Street Lighting: renewals project discussion & decision
The Clerk circulated prior to the meeting information regarding the lights to be replaced and the likely borrowing costs, based on interest rates at 10th October 2011. There was a lengthy discussion, including a repeat of Cllr. Mason’s concerns expressed at the September meeting (see Minute 8b, page 52). Although the council originally agreed at the end of 2010 to replace all parish council-owned street lights in the village (except those replaced within the last five years) the 2011 NYCC condition report indicates it is only necessary to embark on a programme for a total of twelve lights, the remainder awaiting replacement when the power supply poles on which they are mounted are replaced. The smaller programme costing approximately £18,000 would be considerably less expense than the original programme costing approximately £27,000.  It was noted what might be considered the first part of the programme has already been embarked upon, due to necessity (lights on Low St, Chapel Lane and outside the Village Stores), leaving ten lights requiring replacement, for a total of £15,300.
It was proposed by Cllr Sedgwick, seconded by Cllr Chapman and 

Resolved (with one abstention) to add the Town End Cottage lighting column to the replacements list (see appendix 3), recommended by North Yorkshire County Council, borrowing £16,550 from the Public Works Loan Board to cover the cost of installing eleven new lights, the remainder coming from reserves.
10.05pm The meeting closed after this item, to be resumed at a date to be agreed after the meeting.

e) Street signage: discussion re refurbishment

9. Recreation Field

a) Play Area Maintenance: BRG project official opening

b) Portacabin progress report re roof repairs, etc.

c) Winter preparations re water supply 

10. Craven District Council

a) a) Planning Matters:

· Application 15/2011/12309: erection of summerhouse, 

6 Low Street

b) Parish Clerk’s Forum report

11. North Yorkshire County Council

a)  Ingleton Middle School building: consultation re future use

12. Correspondence

13. Items to be included by Clerk in press release re the meeting

14. Date, time and venue of next monthly Parish Council Meeting
10.05pm  The meeting closed to be resumed at a date to be agreed after the meeting.

Signed……………………………………


Date……………….  
Appendix 1

	Bank Balances, Commitments, Receipts and Payments October 2011

	
	

	NatWest Current Account at 19.10.11
	300.00

	NatWest Business Reserve Account at 19.10.11
	16,920.47

	Receipt: £100 re sale of old slide; 2nd tranche precept £6,125 
	

	NatWest Bonus Saver Account at 07.09.11 
	7,286.95

	Less unpresented cheques
	-77.00

	
	24,430.42

	
	

	Commitments at 19th October 2011 
	

	Contingency Fund (includes £600 from 2011-12 budget)
	2,000.00

	Play Equipment (2006/7, 2009/10, 2010/11)
	1,381.00

	Street Lighting
	

	 maintenance c/f (from prev.budgets)
	-515.00

	replacements c/f (from prev. budgets)
	-1,598.00

	renewals c/f from prev. budgets
	5,000.00

	Burton Regeneration Group: set aside 2005/6, 2006/7: new pavilion
	2,334.00

	BRG: grant for play area refurbishment (minute Jan 2011)
	1,000.00

	Very Old and Separate Churchyard:
	

	Lych Gate Restoration (200 +500)
	700.00

	Safety Notice, grass (150, 350) & memorials (850)
	1,390.00

	c/f from 2007-8 budget
	

	Travel
	32.00

	                                                                            Parish Plan Expenses
	100.00

	Clerk’s Retirement Gratuity & pension provision starting 2007/8
	2,462.00

	Village Transport Needs Survey grant money
	202.00

	Sundries (from 2009/10, 2010/11)
	200.00

	Budget remaining  at 23.06.11 (add £357 (waste bin, cost c/f from 2009/10 S137 budget)
	5,345.29

	Overspend from 2010-11(approx)
	-295.00

	Containers Direct 2nd payment re portacabin
	1,545.00

	
	21,283.29

	
	

	Cash at Bank 31.03.12
	3,147.13

	
	

	Parish Council – Payments October 2011
	

	1610 AON Ltd (re additional insurance premium fidelity ins)
	51.01

	1611 Horton Landscaping Ltd re 2 grass cuts Rec Field
	96.00

	1612 S Gregory (clerk’s salary Oct, expenses, Oct 2011)
	148.01

	1613 re Petty Cash
	50.00

	1614 Burton Regeneration Group (grant re new play equipment)
	1,000.00

	1615 Containers Direct (2nd payment re portacabin)
	1,545.00

	
	

	
	2,890.02


Appendix 2

Invitation to tender – Grass cutting and maintenance 2012-13

1. Introduction

1.1. Burton in Lonsdale Parish Council (“The Council”) invites tenders for grass cutting maintenance in the Parish for the period 1st April 2012 to 31st March 2013, (at the locations shown on the attached map, coloured as follows(  

	Lot
	Area
	Colour on map

	1
	Recreation Field – Football pitch
	Red

	2
	Recreation Field – play area
	Blue

	3
	Recreation Field – other areas
	Yellow

	4
	Village Green and path to VOSCY
	Green

	5
	Riverside Land
	Pink

	6
	Very Old and Separate Churchyard
	Orange


1.2. Tenderers are invited to bid for individual, or for all Lots.

1.3. The Lots are further described below summarising each lot’s requirement, regarding cuts and grass cuttings removal.

1.4. Work will be undertaken by a competent individual, individuals, firm or firms, collectively referred as “The Contractor”, selected on the basis of reliability, quality, safety and best value.

1.5. The Council reserves the right to:

1.5.1. Award the work to a single Contractor or several Contractors

1.5.2. Appoint a preferred and reserve Contractor

1.6. The Council is not bound to accept the lowest or any tender.

2. Timetable

2.1. Tenderers must satisfy themselves they understand requirements before submitting quotations.  Tenderers can inspect areas at times convenient to them, unaccompanied by the Parish Clerk, unless requested.  

2.2. Tenders to be returned to the Parish Clerk by email or in hard copy by 1700hrs on Monday, 21st November 2011.  The Council reserves the right to reject any tender received after this deadline.

2.3. Consideration of Tenders by the Parish Council Finance Committee at its meeting on 22nd November 2011

2.4. Queries/clarification: please apply to the Clerk as soon as possible after receiving this document.
2.5. Proposed appointment(s) of contractors by 30th December 2011, confirmed by letter from the Parish Clerk on behalf of the Council.

3. Contractor’s responsibilities

The Contractor will be responsible for:

3.1. Undertaking the programmed cuts as specified for the relevant Lot, and to the satisfaction of the Council, allowing a minimum of two weeks between cuts unless otherwise requested.

3.2. Providing all necessary equipment, transport, fuel and trained labour necessary to undertake the specified work.

3.3. Maintaining adequate insurance to cover the Contractor’s risks as well as indemnifying the Council against any claims brought against the Council as a consequence of the Contractor’s actions or negligence.

3.4. Repairing, making good or replacing at no cost to the Council and to the Council’s satisfaction any property damaged by the Contractor during the execution of the work.

3.5. The acts or omissions of all staff the Contractor engages to undertake the work, including any of the Contractors sub-contractors.

3.6. Providing a safe system of work for its staff and the public.

3.7. Ensuring that areas are safe and in a condition to be cut prior to undertaking work,  including but not limited to assessing whether an area is likely to be damaged by cutting (e.g. if the ground is too wet, or the grass too dry), the removal of any obstructions and ensuring that no members of the public are at risk. Note: The Council is not liable for any damage caused to the Contractor’s equipment.

3.8. Advising and liaising with the Parish Clerk if programmed cuts cannot (or should not) take place and proposing necessary action.

3.9. Removing grass cuttings to a location advised to and agreed with the Parish Clerk.

4. Information required from Tenderers

Please provide the following information by the due deadline:

4.1. A brief background of your business, including the core and additional services you are able to provide, length of time in business, business status (e.g. sole trader, partnership, limited company) and the number of staff employed.

4.2. A summary of other work undertaken over the last 2 years and two referees who may be contacted by the Council for references.

4.3. A summary of any major work being undertaken during the period 1st April 2012 to 31st March 2013 which may have a bearing on the work described herein.

4.4. A summary of all insurances in place (proof of insurance may be requested by the Council at any time).

4.5. A generic risk assessment and health & safety statement.

4.6. Fixed price quotations for any or all of the Lots inclusive of all overheads, expenses and profit, exclusive of VAT.  These figures may be inserted in the grid below and returned.  (The grid can be provided electronically, on request to the Parish Clerk.)

4.7. Separate fixed price quotations on a ‘per cut’ basis (exclusive of VAT) to be used for variations in required frequency on the instruction of the Parish Clerk or nominated Parish Councillors. These figures may be inserted in Appendix 2 and returned.

5. General

5.1. As a public authority, the Council is responsible to parishioners and is governed by its Financial Regulations (Amended September 2009) in the conduct of its business.

5.2. The Contractor should submit monthly invoices, in arrears, detailing the cuts/work undertaken for the sums agreed.

5.3. The Council will make payment against a properly rendered invoice, with the addition of VAT at the prevailing rate if applicable, normally by cheque within 30 day’s of receipt of invoice.

5.4. Any variations in the number of cuts undertaken will be valued at the individual sums agreed prior to appointment.

5.5. The Contract may be terminated by either party with one month’s notice in writing to the authorised address of the party.

Grass cutting requirements – April 2012 – March 2013

	Name of Contractor
	
	Date
	


	LOT
	Map Colour
	Area (Lot)
	Requirement
	Grass removal
	Frequency
	Quote for season

£
	Quote per cut

£

	
	
	
	
	
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	
	

	1
	Red
	Football pitch
	Cut grass on pitch & surrounding area to edge of field, where possible, excluding play area.
	
	1
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	1
	
	

	2
	Blue
	Recreation Field – children’s play area 
	Cut grass around and between play equipment and adjacent seating; carefully strim areas around supports etc., avoiding contact with supports.
	
	
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	1
	
	

	3
	Yellow
	Recreation Field – 

other areas
	Cut grass around portacabin to roadside boundary wall, including main entrance, path, gates and roadside verge.  Alternate cuts:  strim around tree bases, buildings, wall etc, avoiding contact with trees, etc.
	
	
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	
	

	4
	Green
	Village Green and path to VOSCY
	Cut grass and strim along church wall, around flagpole, and trees, avoiding contact with flagpole and trees. Strim path through current churchyard to steps of VOSCY
	Yes
	1
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	1
	
	

	5
	Pink
	Riverside Land
	Strim – avoiding protruding tree roots and any bulb foliage until foliage has died back.
	
	
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	

	6
	Orange
	Very Old and Separate Churchyard
	Strim
	
	
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	


All prices should exclude VAT

Appendix 3
Street Light Replacement Schedule
	Stage 1, replace wall boxes 
	

	Being done Oct/Nov 2011 
	NYCC equipment (£)

	LP 20 Low Street
	1,050

	LP 19 Chapel Lane
	1,050

	LP 11 Village Stores
	1,250

	Total
	3,350

	
	

	Stage 2, replace concrete columns
	

	 
	NYCC equipment (£)

	LP 12 The Manor
	1,250

	LP 21 Corner Duke / Low St
	1,250

	LP 13 Hill House (new column)
	1,600

	Total
	4,100

	
	

	Stage 3, replace pole mounted lights with free standing columns

	 
	NYCC equipment (£)

	LP 1  Bog Beck/Waterside Hse
	1,600

	LP 7 Opp OAP Bungalows
	1,600

	LP 14 Castle Hill Barn
	1,600

	LP 15 Opp Tranquil Vale
	1,600

	LP 16 outside RT School
	1,600

	LP 4 Ireby Road, nr police hse
	1,600

	LP 6 OAP bungalows
	1,600

	Total
	11,200

	
	

	Total for all stages 
	

	13 lights NYCC equipment (£)
	18,650

	Lights remaining which may require repair/replacement:

	LP3 Ireby Road (between C. Mt. and Ingle View)  (wooden UU pole)

	LP5 4, Ingle View (mounted on council house – Yorks Housing)

	LP9 Townend Cottage (opp Jean's Shop) (concrete column)

	LP10 Woodyard (mounted on private house)

	LP17 Leeming Lane (Donkin House) (wooden UU pole)

	
	

	Lights replaced within last 5 years:
	

	LP2 Coronation Mount
	

	LP8 Townend (opp West View)
	

	LP18 Leeming Lane (corner Burton Hill)

	LP22 6 Duke Street
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