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Monthly Meeting

Minutes
Burton-in-Lonsdale Parish Council Meeting Thursday 24th March 2011, at 7.30pm, in the Village Hall
Present: Cllrs. Biles, Handley (Chairman), Mason, Salrein and Sedgwick; District Cllr. Barrington; eight members of the public.
In attendance: The Clerk.

Apologies: Cllrs. Burns and Hird.

1. Declarations of interest (if any) re this meeting; signing of Declarations Book; changes to be updated on Register of Members’ Interests
There were no declarations of interest.

2. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 24th February 2011
Resolved

The Minutes for the meeting of 24th February 2011 were accepted as a fair record.

The Chairman signed and dated the Minutes. Copies of the Minutes were made available for the Village Hall Notice Board.

3. Public Questions or Statements: There were none.
4. Matters Arising from Minutes of 24th February 2011, if not on  Agenda

Riverside Land: clarification of actions agreed at last meeting 
Cllr Mason clarified the February council meeting had agreed i) a letter be sent to United Utilities requesting the access track to the sewage treatment works be repaired, and ii) that Craven District Council were to be requested, following this meeting, to collect waste from the Greta Heath metalled road for numbers 9, 11 and 13 after consultation with residents.  The Clerk will write to United Utilities, and has already requested waste collection from Greta Heath road.
Riverside Land notice board 

There was no further information on the progress of the new notice board for the Riverside Land.  Clerk to enquire.

Street Light replacement: the Clerk repeated the advice given at the February meeting that the village-wide inspection will only take place in either May or June this year, due to NYCC commitments elsewhere.

5. Police matters: none to report
6. Finance Matters

a) Bank balances, including receipts as at 19th March 2011

The Clerk presented bank balances as at 18th February 2011 and includes a schedule of commitments and payments. (Appendix 1).

b) Payments of budgeted and non budgeted items
Resolved

To authorise payments on behalf of the Parish Council as per Appendix 1.

c) Purchase of replacement waste bin for Village Green
Leaflets with information about metal waste bins were circulated prior to the meeting; after discussion it was

Resolved

To make local enquiries to make a (wooden outer) waste bin. (Cllrs. Burns and Sedgewick).  To be considered at April meeting.

d) HMRC treatment of tax and NIC for clerks
The Clerk reported the new HMRC (Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs) have made it mandatory that parish councils register as employers of clerks, in order to regularise collection of income tax and National Insurance contributions.  In Burton’s case, this will not involve any extra cost, either in income tax, NIC, or payroll expenses, as the Clerk will manage the monthly and year-end payroll, and already has a correct tax code.  On advice, the Clerk will register the parish council as of 6th April 2011.

e) Parish council responsibilities re risks and insurance
A copy of advice taken from the publication ‘Local Council Administration’ by Charles Arnold Baker (8th edition) was circulated to councillors for information purposes.

The level of risk of either taking or not taking action to e.g. to make a repair,  should be considered and minuted, stating reasons for taking a particular course of action.

It was further explained that should a claim be made against the council, it is individual councillors who are liable, rather than the parish council as a corporate body. 

7. Register of Skills: discussion and action to compile a register of skilled persons willing to donate time free of charge to village projects
A brief discussion clarified it would be more beneficial to have a list of volunteers for specific projects, rather than a list for unspecified projects.

The Clerk to make enquiries regarding insurance for volunteers.

Resolved: No further action at this time.
8. Village Plan: discussion and further action
Cllr Biles presented this item: a good presentation in 2008 (at the Annual Parish meeting) about a village plan, that has not yet progressed to outlining a list of priorities for the village. The village would benefit from a plan which would give it a focus for future village activities.  An effort should be made to get ideas from the village, regarding likes/dislikes, vision for 5, 10, 15 years’ time.
Cllr Mason proposed, seconded Cllr Handley and 

Resolved

Cllr Biles to formulate a possible approach to a village plan and Mr Ive, using Mr Ive’s experience on a similar project in Ingleton, to look at possible funding options.
9. Reports

County Councillor: no report.

District Councillors: Cllr Barrington reported the District Council budget meeting on 28th February at Bentham 
a) Parking charges in Bentham may be a possibility in 2013.
b) Waste paper collection may be revised to allow use of a blue bin to collect waste paper for several households at a time, instead of using the current blue plastic bags, which are unpopular.

c) Library Action Group: a lot of responses to the NYCC consultation; a report will be made to the Executive at the end of May.

d) North Craven Action Group Funding: the two Burton applications (Rec. Field loos and play area refurbishment) were successful, each being awarded £500.  The last meeting is likely to be the end of March; a common theme of allotments and volunteering has emerged from the meetings thus far.

e) Bus passes can be used after 9am only, after 1st April 2011.

f) Alternative Vote referendum will be held on Thursday 5th May 2011.

Cllr. Salrein enquired why waste is collected from Thornton Cottages, the School and Ireby Road on Fridays, unlike the rest of the village which has waste collected on Thursdays.  Cllr. Barrington will make enquiries.
Parish Councillors 

Cllr. Salrein questioned if waste collection for 7 Greta Heath should continue

from the access track rather than from the road, as the access licence granted

to the owners specifically states access for a number of occasions for a

specific vehicle, and seems not to apply either to a wheeled waste bin, nor

the waste collection vehicle.  Access allowed for waste collection vehicle appears to be setting a precedent.
Resolved: No action to be taken at this time.

Clerk, YLCA (incl. training opportunities, data protection registration)
The Clerk reported attending a Parish Clerks’ Forum at Craven District Council (a meeting every six months including discussions and training). See notes in appendix 2.

The Clerk drew councillors’ attention to the various YLCA training events available in the next few months.  It is likely there will be more events, to help councils deal effectively with the government’s ‘Big Society’ policies.

Data protection policy was discussed, along with requirement to register if holding personal details of employee(s) and other people.

Resolved

To discuss and decide upon data protection registration at April’s meeting.
Woodland Trust: no report
Village Hall Committee: Cllr Salrein submitted the report (Appendix 3)
Joint Access and Rights of Way Committee: no report

Bentham Common Lands Charity – meeting report for 7th March 2011
Cllr Mason reported the new committee and secretary were appointed (B Wills, Chairman; J Burton, Secretary). The next meeting will be 12th April 2011.
10. Recreation Field

a) Play Area: Awards for All funding application re new equipment (re. Burton Regeneration Group/BRG)
BRG submitted a draft copy of the Awards for All funding application, a background paper and a plan drawing of the proposed refurbished play area.  After discussion it was

Resolved

To request more information regarding the application and refurbishment plan drawings; to request a further meeting with BRG to discuss details re design, equipment guarantees, installation, insurance, etc.

b) Summer grass cutting (1st May – mid August): frequency to be agreed
The Clerk reported the contractor is able to make additional grass cuts on short notice, and at the same price as agreed for the three main cuts.

After discussion it was 

Resolved

Keep the three main cuts, and request additional cuts only if need arises.
Resolved

To regularly inspect the grassed playing area (mostly the football pitch) for such things as rabbit holes, and other hazards.

Resolved

To advise enquirers the parish council will agree to use of the field subject to inspection, and at their own risk.
c) Portacabin removal:  village organisations’ request re toilets, water and power supplies for interim period 
d) Request to use Rec Field for summer fair 11th June 2011 by Village Shop trustees. 
e) Provision of two lavatories: appointment of sub-committee to oversee design, planning application and further fund-raising if required; 

Items c) and d) and e) were discussed jointly; representatives from Recreation Field users contributed to the discussion.
Resolved

To permit use of the Recreation Field by the Village Shop Association trustees for the summer fair between 10am and 5pm. Portaloos may have to be hired by the VSA, in light of the discussion below.

The portacabins will be removed in the next two weeks. Utilities will be disconnected but not removed. Rec. Field Users are concerned there should continue to be lavatory/kitchen provision to assist/encourage people to use the Field, particularly Bowling Club home matches and the summer fair being arranged by the Village Shop trustees. Although it is not a duty of the Parish Council to provide lavatory/kitchen facilities, it is accepted it would benefit users to have use of such facilities.  The parish council’s successful application for £500 for providing two new lavatories (see above, and minute 11b, page 305, 24th February 2011) is encouraging. Since the award, further information about lavatories has become available which may provide a faster solution, in the form of a converted container or a second-hand custom made portacabin lavatory.  Whichever route is taken (building or buying), planning permission is required.  The project’s time scale may be longer than wanted by users.
Resolved

To discuss and decide course of action for the play area refurbishment
Resolved

The portacabin lavatories option is accepted in principle, and subject to seeing further details of the specification and funding options.

The above two resolutions to be discussed further at a meeting to be held on 31st March at 7pm.
Representatives of Burton Regeneration Group, the Bowling Club and Village Shop trustees to be invited. To meet at the Bowling Club Pavilion on the Recreation Field, to  inspect the Play Area and the potential site for the lavatories, and continuing at a venue to be confirmed after this meeting.
f) Draft management plan, including future provision of new building

The Clerk presented a draft paper on the Recreation Field maintenance and future management for the next 18 months, 5 years and thereafter. 
Resolved

To discuss the management plan at either the April or May meeting, as time remaining in this meeting is limited.

11. Very Old and Separate Churchyard (VOSCY)
Annual inspection report; actions to be taken
Mrs A Whitworth and the Clerk inspected the VOSCY on Monday 14th March; Mrs Whitworth wrote a report and presented it to the meeting, highlighting the major items for concern were a group of three graves and the structural condition of the Lych Gate, both of which seem to have deteriorated considerably since last year’s inspection.  There is also a need for a full survey of the area, as no complete records appear to exist.
Resolved

To contact North Craven Building Preservation Trust for advice about a building survey, with a view to using volunteers to make essential repairs.
12. Craven District Council

a) Planning Matters:

15/2011/11418 9 Leeming Lane LA6 3LD: Proposed rear first floor extension and alterations
The Clerk informed the meeting the hard copies of the plans were only received today, as they had been posted to Buckden Parish Council in the first instance.  This is not the first time an application has gone astray.

Three detailed objections to the application have been received. All suggest the proposals will do nothing to improve the Conservation Area, not enhancing the property at all.
Cllr Mason proposed, seconded Cllr Biles and

Resolved

The council support the residents’ comments, stressing the proposals appear to violate planning rules for conservation area status.

b) Safer Craven Partnership: traffic speed report: Clerk reported no further information is available and will make further enquiries.

c) Parish Clerks’ Forum 16th March 2011: see Clerk’s report, appendix 2.
13. Annual Parish Meeting: date, time, venue, agenda: 
Final details to be discussed at meeting 31st March 2011. In the meantime, 

councillors to consider a speaker on a current issue.
14. North Yorkshire County Council

Draft Emergency Plan: progress report
The Clerk reported all councillors have had sight of and commented on the draft plan. 

Resolved To discuss in more detail at the May meeting.
15. Correspondence CE Electric UK consultation re electricity distribution across the North East, Yorkshire and Lincolnshire.
This appears to refer more to customers east of the Pennines; no action.
16. Items to be included by Clerk in press release re the meeting
Resolved

To report on the forthcoming summer fair and the arrangements for grass cutting.
17. Date, time and venue of next monthly Parish Council and Finance Committee Meetings
Resolved

The next full council meeting to be on 28th April, 2011, in the Village Hall.
The next Finance Committee meeting to be the second or third week of April.

The meeting closed at 10.15pm

Signed……………………………………

Date ………………………

Appendix 1

	Bank Balances, Commitments, Receipts and Payments March 2011
	

	NatWest Current Account at 18.03.11
	300.00

	NatWest Business Reserve Account at 18.03.11
	12,435.88

	Receipts  (BR a/c: £)                                                        
	

	NatWest Bonus Saver Account at 07.03.11
	7256.69

	Receipts                                                  interest & bonus 15.33
	 

	
	19,992.57

	Commitments at 19th March 2011
	

	Contingency Fund
	1,400.00

	Play Equipment (2006/7:£900; 2009/10: £919) less £640
	1,179.00

	Street Lighting replacements (from 2006/7, 2009/10 budget / precept)
	2,000.00

	Burton Regeneration Group set aside in 2005/6, 2006/7
	2,334.00

	Burton Regeneration Group: play area refurbishment (minute Jan 2011)
	1,000.00

	Very Old and Separate Churchyard:
	

	Lych Gate Restoration (200 +500)
	700.00

	Safety Notice (150) & memorial inspection (600)
	750.00

	c/f from 2007-8 budget                                       Travel
	50.00

	                                                                            Minute Book binding
	50.00

	                                                                            Parish Plan Expenses
	100.00

	Clerk's Retirement Gratuity & pension provision starting 2007/8
	1,649.00

	Village Transport Needs Survey grant money
	202.00

	Sundries (from 2009/10)
	143.00

	Budget remaining  at 23.03.11: overspend £278
	278.00

	add back: £1,246 (new seats, plates £1,746 less £500 from budget), £280 Riverside Land
	1,526.00

	Underspend from 2009-10 (approx)
	3,400.00

	
	16,761.00

	Cash at Bank 31.03.11
	3,231.57

	
	

	Parish Council - Payments March 2011
	

	1555 Gregory & Co (computer services March qtr 2011)
	138.00

	1556 Mrs J Burns (print allowance 2010-11)
	35.00

	1557 S. Handley (print allowance 2010-11)
	35.00

	1558 K Salrein (print allowance 2010-11)
	35.00

	1559 V Hird (print allowance 2010-11)
	35.00

	1560 M Mason (print allowance 2010-11)
	35.00

	1561 T Sedgwick ((print allow 2010-11; 5 mths @ £2.916/mth)
	14.58

	1562 M Biles ((print allow 2010-11; 2 mths @ £2.916/mth)
	5.83

	1563 NYCC Lighting Maint 2010-2011
	1,543.07

	1564 NYCC Lighting Power Supply July 2010 - March 2011
	428.41

	1565 Village Hall Committee: room hire 2010-2011
	178.50

	1566 YLCA: annual subscription
	179.00

	1567 Richard Thornton School: photocopying 2010-11
	13.02

	1568 S Gregory (salary Mar; expenses Jan/Mar)
	313.93

	1569 E On (portacabin supply 1.2.11-28.2.11)
	8.72

	1570 Bentham Town Council (re travel Clerk's Forum, Skipton)
	18.03

	1571 Yorkshire Water CANX (already paid in February)
	 

	
	3,016.09


Appendix 2

Craven District Parish Clerk’s Forum Wednesday 16th March 2011

Council Chamber, Craven District Council, Granville Street, Skipton

10.15am – 12.45pm

Main points:

Item 4 Society of Local Council Clerks

Monthly magazine (The Clerk) editorial about Localism: great concern at state of flux: uncertainty about implications for Parish Councils.

Item 5 Highways
Presentation: NYCC service delivery: three parts: Network Strategy (policy), Commercial Services Unit (procurement) and Operations (delivery). Each part given a detailed explanation (details available on request), with final word on budget spend: of the £20 million spent in NYCC area, just £1.2 million spent in Craven.

Item 6 Parishes and Data Protection Registration

Recommendations:

· Registration as a ‘data controller’ with the Information Commissioners, at an initial cost of £35, and £35 annually thereafter.  Covers all personal data held by council (eg electoral register, confidential correspondence normally only accessible under a FOI application.  

· All parish council business (councillors and clerks alike) dealt with on a separate memory stick/hard drive to personal hard drive, to increase security.

· Adoption of data protection policy (example provided)

Item 7 Budget Review
CDC is in line for a 28% cut in Local Authority expenditure over next 4 years, ‘front loaded’

· 15.2% reduction in year 2011/12 (based on 2010/11) and 

· 10% in year 2012/13 (based on 2011/12). 

· Total reduction: £1.4 million.  

· 2011/12 budget = £6.8 million (down from £8 million 20010/11)

· Recommended reserves in general fund should be £650,000 (actual = £170,000)

· Increase in general fund reserves £300,000 2010/11, £250,000 2011/12

· Capital expenditure to be funded from capital, not borrowings

· Value for Money Group established to examine service delivery costs/efficiencies (70% of savings thus far achieved in back offices, protecting front line services)

· Feedback from public encouraged re savings/improved services

· CDC welcomes co-operation with local councils (eg over the border) re sharing costs and efficiencies

Item 8 Elections 2011: local election and AV referendum

Item 9 Community Governance: nothing to report for Burton

Item 10 Standards Committee: see draft report attached

Item 11 Clerks’ Concerns: Planning department’s inefficiencies (no notification etc)

Item 12 Next Meeting: Wednesday 28th September 2011, 10.00am at CDC Council Offices, Skipton and to include Councillor Training, Code of Conduct, Standards Regime, and planning procedures.

Appendix 3

Village Hall News March 2011 
• The Village Hall Annual General Meeting was held on Tuesday 15th February at 7.30pm and the same Committee was re-elected. 

• Friday Night Karate: Elsewhere you can see more information from 5th Dan senior instructor Mark Harland and Conor Willan about our very successful karate classes every Friday evening. New members are welcome to join: young people 6.15-7.30pm and adults 7.30-9pm. 

• Exhibition of Local Art and Craft Work: This will take place over the weekend 9/10 April and is an opportunity for people of the village to display examples of their handicraft, including drawing, painting, sculpture, embroidery, photography etc. For queries on display needs or to offer help in the organization contact Deborah Maw 61124 (deborahmaw@hotmail.co.uk). 

• Polling Day 5 May: Voting takes place 7am-9.30pm. That evening the WI will meet in the Methodist School Room at 7.30pm. 

• Village Hall Committee Meeting: Monday 9 May 7.30pm. 

• Keep Fit Sessions: The new classes, every Thursday 12.30-2.30pm, will be run by Annette Ward (ak.ward@live.co.uk) commencing 12 May. 

• Forthcoming Musical Event: David Myles and his band will play here on 19th May, organized by John Keen; the poster and links to David Myles’ videos and songs is on our website. 

• Booking the Village Hall: You can do this by telephone to Alice Dale 61107 or Jean Thornber 63033 or email via our webpage (Google usually finds us): http://northcravenhistoricalresearch.co.uk/BVH/BurtonVH.htm. Online there is the Calendar of current bookings for the next few months. 

A recent user returned a very nice comment: 

“Just to let you know I had a great party and the facilities at the village hall were great. We had everything we needed and it was nice and warm, unlike some village halls”. 
Frances Dodson  
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