Burton in Lonsdale
Minutes
28.10.2010
Parish Council

Monthly Meeting

MINUTES
Burton-in-Lonsdale Parish Council Meeting 

Thursday 28th October 2010, in the Village Hall

Present: Cllrs. Burns (Chairman), Handley, Hird, Mason and Salrein and Sedgwick (after co-option); District Councillor Barrington; four members of public.

In attendance: The Clerk.

Apologies: District Cllr Brockbank.

1. Co-option of additional parishioners on to parish council; declaration of acceptance of office. The Clerk has received one application to be co-opted.
Resolved

To co-opt Mr T Sedgwick on to the parish council; a Declaration of Acceptance of Office was duly signed, and Mr Sedgwick took his place on the council.

2. Declarations of interest (if any) re this meeting; signing of Declarations Book; changes to be updated on Register of Members’ Interests.
There were no declarations of interest.

3. Minutes of the Meetings of the Parish Council and Finance Committee of 23rd September and 18th October 2010 respectively
The Minutes for 23rd September and 18th October 2010 were circulated to all councillors prior to this meeting and taken as read.

Resolved

The Minutes for the meeting of 23rd September and 18th October 2010 were accepted as a fair record.  The Chairman signed and dated the Minutes. Copies of the Minutes were made available for the Village Hall Notice Board.

4. Public Questions or Statements.  There were none.
5. Matters Arising from the Minutes of 23rd September 2010, if not on this Agenda
There were no matters arising, aprt from those items on the agenda.

6. Police matters There was no report.
7. NYCC Review of Provision for children 0-19 in Nth Craven: public consultation (consideration of education provision: three tier vs two tier system); Parish Council’s formal response.
Cllr Mason reported, in her capacity as the local authority appointed School Governor: the School Governors do not support the NYCC proposals as Burton’s primary school is unlikely to survive if the proposal to close Ingleton Middle School goes ahead, as parents may send their children to a primary school guaranteed to get their child a place at Queen Elizabeth School, Kirkby Lonsdale, where most middle school aged children go after one year at Ingleton Middle School, when they are 11.  Investment only in Settle College would be to the detriment of primary schools in the area.  The Governors propose alternatives including retaining Settle Collage for 11-16 year olds, making Ingleton Middle School for 11-16 year olds; over 16s then go to other colleges/secondary schools already in the area or nearby (Kirkby Lonsdale, Kendal/Lancaster/Skipton.  Thus funding could be directed more evenly, supporting the primary schools base, and the Ingleton Key Stage 3 base for children.
Mrs Janice Howson, representing the campaign to keep Ingleton Middle School open, reported the Middle School had recently gained very good results in an OFSTED inspection; the proposal to close it ignored these very good results.  The public meeting(s) concerning the proposed closure have been very well attended, with the greater majority of attendants in favour of retaining the school.
Cllr. Barrington felt the Middle School should be retained as the question was not just about education but the wider implications for the community as a whole.  The general feeling from the public meetings was public meetings had been handled badly and the proposal was more of a foregone conclusion than a consultation.

Cllr. Mason emphasised everyone is free to send to NYCC their own opinions, as well as the parish council sending a letter.

Resolved

To oppose the current NYCC proposals to close Ingleton Middle School, and direct funding solely at Settle College, and to support retention of the Middle School as a base to ensure the survival of neighbouring primary schools, including that of the Richard Thornton C of E Primary School.
Mrs. Howson left the meeting.
8. Finance Matters

a) Bank balances, including receipts as at 19th October 2010
The Clerk presented the bank balances as at 18th October 2010. The statement includes a schedule of commitments and payments. (Appendix 1).

The Clerk again reminded councillors of the expected invoices for the new seats on the Village Green and the new light at Townend, total approx £3,800 excluding VAT. There will also be an invoice forthcoming for the replacement light at Coronation Mount.
b) Payments of budgeted and non budgeted items
Resolved

To authorise payments on behalf of the Parish Council as per Appendix 1.

c) Finance Committee Terms of Reference: Confirmation
Resolved
To confirm the Finance Committee’s terms of reference as per Appendix 2.

d) Street Light replacement scheme: Finance Committee report including Coronation Mount recommendation
The finance committee reported two schemes were enquired about and costs obtained: a Highways standard (8m columns, 70W SON lamps every 38 metres, total 28 columns) for approximately £45,000 or a replacement of existing lighting (6m columns, 50W SON lamps, at existing light sites, total 9 columns) for approximately £14,000. Finance can be obtained from the Public Works Loan Board, and repayments can be made either on an annuity basis or equal fixed instalments basis.
There was a lengthy discussion during which the highways standard lighting option (28 lights) vs the replacement of the current lights (9 lights) was discussed, and whether or not to replace all the lights along the High Street and within the village in one go, or piecemeal, as and when the time arose. The larger High St. scheme was dismissed as it was felt too costly, too bright and not in keeping with the Conservation Area.  The smaller scheme (replacement only) was thought more appropriate both in terms of cost and appearance. It was noted Victorian style lanterns, although possibly more attractive, would add at least another £600-800 per light to the cost.

Resolved

To investigate further the footway standard only lighting replacements, with possible further additions along the High Street. Total 9 or 10 lights. To also get information about replacement lights for the whole village, where possible (three lights are fixed to private houses), as it may be less expensive to do the replacements in one go.

Resolved

The proposals be presented at a public meeting, ideally before the next Finance Committee meeting.
The old light at Coronation Mount was not replaced when a new utility pole was erected during September; the councillors consider a light to be essential for the footpath outside the houses, leading from the car parking area.
Resolved
Order a new light for Coronation Mount separate from the above proposals, as a light is needed there as soon as possible. The cost: approx. £1350 plus VAT.
e) Inspection regime: Finance Committee report; action points
Resolved
Inspections to be carried out as per Appendix 3.
f) Change from cheques to direct debit/automated payments: Finance Committee preliminary report; action to be taken
Resolved
Action to be taken upon receipt of NALC guidelines
9. Reports

County, District and Parish Councillors, including BT Survey for faster internet speeds in rural areas
County Councillor: there was no report

District Councillor: Cllr Barrington reported:

· Community Governance Review has recommended Low Bentham loses 1 councillor, to balance representation in the Benthams, and a small boundary change in Mewith.

· Proposed changes to the NYCC Concessionary Fares Scheme: other parishes requesting an amendment to the time available to start from 9am rather than 9.30am. Responses by 31st October 2010.

· Suggested using an e-petition, details to be forwarded by Cllr. Barrington, re other budget cuts proposed by NYCC
· A review of disabled facilities grant shows there may be about £300,000 available (60% from central government, 40% or £124,700, from Craven District Council).

There were no parish councillor reports.
BTConnect is running an on-line survey of those interested in faster broadband connections. The exchange with the highest percentage vote of broadband subscribers in each region will be the first to have the faster broadband network installed. Clerk to circulate details.

9pm: Cllr. Barrington left the meeting.

Clerk, YLCA, YRCC AGM: ‘The Big Society – Making it Real’
The Clerk reported the YRCC (now Rural Action Yorkshire, RAY) is holding its AGM and a conference about the government’s ‘Big Society’ on 27th November 2010.

Woodland Trust: No report
Village Hall Committee
Cllr. Salrein reported there will be a boon day for painting the inside of the hall on 20th November 2010; those helping will be given lunch.

Joint Access and Rights of Way Committee: meeting report 11th October 2010
D Gibson (parish representative) has not submitted a report.

Bentham Common Lands Charity: overhead power line and vegetation report
The Clerk reported having contacted United Utilities about a tree on BCLC land near the cart track, which appears to be very close to touching an overhead supply line.  United Utilities have undertaken to inspect.  BCLC Chairman has been informed.

The Chairman noted Mr A Burns has trimmed low branches from trees on BCLC land opposite Bridge End Cottages.

Cllr. Mason again noted her name is not included on the list of trustees for the Charity, despite this parish council’s nomination to the board of trustees, some 18 months ago.
10. Recreation Field

Play Area Maintenance: Finance Committee report
Cllr. Burns reported all play equipment appears to be in good order. The tyre swing does not conform to any standard, and will have to be replaced. Only the two sets of swings and a part of the climbing frame need safety matting, following a visit by Wicksteed inspector.
Resolved

To requested Playdale Ltd to examine the tyre swing structure to see if it can be adapted, or to recommend a replacement.
Resolved
To request Lancaster Rubber visit the site to assess site readiness for installing safety matting, the contractor having offered to supply the safety mats and install free of charge if there is little or no ground preparation to be done.
General
The Clerk reported Ingleton AFC found dog excrement on the football pitch on Saturday 23rd October; the match referee has reported the team to a disciplinary panel.  The Clerk has assured IAFC that a ‘No Dogs’ sign is on the main gate; the dog owner(s) access the Recreation Field by the smaller gate which does not have a sign prohibiting dogs.

Resolved

To order an additional ‘No Dogs’ sign to be fixed to the smaller entrance gate to the Recreation Field, near the all-weather pitch.
11. Village Green

a) New Seats: final wording for inscription
Resolved

The wording to read as follows:

“2010: This bench replaces the original bench made to commemorate the

Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II in 1953”
The Clerk to make enquiries as to cost of two engraved brass plates for the new benches.

b) Christmas Tree/lights 2010

Resolved
To donate £75 toward the cost of electricity for the lights.
12. Craven District Council

a) Planning Matters
· Applications: 

15/2010/11007: Change of use of 2 holiday cottages to a single live work unit

Beeches and Sycamores, Barnoldswick Lane, Burton in Lonsdale, LA6 3LZ
The applicant spoke to this item, giving the rationale behind the application. The previous application 15/2009/10098) for these properties has been refused; the applicant is appealing the decision. Meanwhile, the current application has been submitted. The applicant was asked if there was a definite business in mind for the application; the applicant stated there was no business in mind at the moment.
Resolved
The parish council had no comments to make regarding this application.
· Permissions (for information only):
The following applications have been given permission:
11, Duke Street, Hollins House: Tree work 

2, Greta Heath: Single storey side extension 

14, Manor Close: First floor rear extension with alterations to front porch 

1a,   Manor Close: Replace timber doors & windows with dark wood stain effect UPVC units 

b) Civic Protcol: for information only. The council noted the order of protocol.
c) Strategic Housing Assessment in North Yorks: starting November 2010

The council noted the CDC letter, advising of an impending consultation, the starting date of which is likely to be some time in November.
13. North Yorkshire County Council

a) Village Emergency Planning
The Clerk reported Mr Ive has made a preliminary outline plan, and will be requested for a progress report.

b) NYCC proposal to cut bus subsidies: See Dist. Councillor’s report above.
c) NYCC proposed revisions to the Home to School and College transport policy
Resolved

The parish council to request transport for special needs children be retained.

d) Winter gritting review: letter from NYCC re Burton Hill to Fourlands; 
    roadway/footpath provisions; grit and salt supplies
The Clerk reported the NYCC response to a request for additional gritting:

“… your request for amendments to routes in your area (Burton Hill to Fourlands, Bentham) for the coming winter was considered by members but not approved because the current level of treatment is in line with the County Council’s policy and is consistent with the approach elsewhere in the County.  ….sorry the Authority is unable to implement your request.”
Resolved

Clerk to write again, emphasising the necessity of gritting the route, as it is the bus route in to Bentham, particularly importantly the Doctors’ Surgery.
14. Correspondence
Cllr Mason wishes to get the Riverside land trees inspected and requested the contractor’s details be given to her so that she might arrange an inspection.
15. Items to be included by Clerk in press release re the meeting
The Clerk to write a report to include: the items: co-option of new councillor, NYCC proposed closure of Ingleton Middle School, and street lighting. 
16. Date, time and venue of next monthly Parish Council Meeting
Resolved

Public meeting be held on Monday 15th November, 7.30pm

Finance Committee meeting (re budget) be held on Tuesday 23rd November, 7.30pm

November monthly meeting be held on Thursday 25th November, 7.30pm.

Venue for all meetings: Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.40pm

Signed……………………………………….


Dated………………….

Appendix 1
	Bank Balances, Commitments and Payments for October 2010
	

	
	

	NatWest Current Account at 19.10.10
	300.00

	NatWest Business Reserve Account at 19.10.10
	17,560.14

	Receipts:         bank interest £1.68; 1st tranche precept: £5,750                                                    

	NatWest Bonus Saver Account at 30.06.10
	7,226.06

	
	25,086.20

	Less: unpresented cheque (HRS Enterprises)
	798.24

	
	24,287.96

	Commitments at 19th October 2010
	

	Contingency Fund
	1,400.00

	Play Equipment (2006/7:£900; 2009/10: £919) less £406.20
	1,413.00

	Street Lighting replacements (from 2006/7, 2009/10 budget / precept)
	2,000.00

	Burton Regeneration Group set aside in 2005/6, 2006/7
	3,334.00

	Very Old & Separate Churchyard Lych Gate Restoration (200 +500)
	700.00

	VOSCY Safety Notice
	150.00

	VOSCY memorial safety inspections
	600.00

	c/f from 2007-8 budget                                       Travel
	50.00

	                                                                            Minute Book binding
	50.00

	                                                                            Parish Plan Expenses
	100.00

	Clerk's Retirement Gratuity & pension provision starting 2007/8
	1,649.00

	Village Transport Needs Survey grant money
	202.00

	Sundries (from 2009/10)
	143.00

	Budget remaining  at 24.11.10: approx. inc unspent items
	6,065.00

	Underspend from 2009-10 (approx)
	3,400.00

	
	 

	
	21,256.00

	
	

	Cash at Bank 31.03.11
	3,031.96

	
	

	Parish Council - Payments October 2010
	

	1533  Burton Community Sports Association grant
	500.00

	1534 S Gregory Clerks Salary October 2010, 20 hours
	170.90


Appendix 2

Terms of Reference

Burton in Lonsdale Parish Council Finance Committee (‘The Committee’)

1. The Committee shall oversee all aspects of the Parish Council’s financial affairs, including: 

a) Discussing and recommending an annual budget to the full council

b) Discussing and recommending to the full council the amount of annual precept to be requested from Craven District Council 

c) Scrutinising payment of all goods and services before full council approval for payment

d) The preparation of quarterly/half yearly accounts for the purpose of monitoring  expenditure vs budget

e) The preparation of full annual accounts for presentation to both the internal and external auditor

f) Provide as complete financial information possible when the full council  considers any project of a value above £1,000, to assist the full council in its decision-making

2. Consist of a minimum of three councillors, and from time to time any non-councillor advisory members (maximum two at any one time, and who may or may not be entitled to vote when on the Committee) 

3.  The quorum shall be two, when of councillors only, and three (councillors) when including non-councillor advisory members (who may or may not have a vote)

4. Membership of the committee will be reviewed annually at the annual meeting of the parish council in May

5. The committee will have power to elect a chairman who will be elected at the first meeting following annual appointment of the committee

6.  The Parish Council’s Clerk is to provide secretariat services to the Committee

7.  The Committee will ratify its own minutes, supplying a copy to full council for information only.

8.  That the committee will follow the rules for convening its meetings as those applied to meetings of the full council.

Appendix 3
Weekly Inspections

	Area
	When
	Person(s) Responsible

	1. Recreation Field, incl. 

    Play Area


	Period: Jan – June 
Period: July – March
	Cllrs. Burns and Mason

	2. Litter Bins: Recreation Field (except BCSA bin) and Village Green 


	
	P. Kitching

	3. River Banks & Riverside Land
	
	Cllr. Mason



	4. Village Green & Benches


	
	Cllr. Handley


Twice-Yearly Inspections (visual only)
	Area
	When 
	Person(s) Responsible

	1. Village Green 

     Benches

     Flag Pole

     
	March, September

March, September

April, October


	Cllr. Hird



	2. Common Lands:    

    Riverside Land Trees

    Village Green Trees


	January, July
	Cllr. Mason

	3. Benches, eight


	March, September
	


Annual Inspections (visual only)

	Area
	When 
	Person(s) Responsible

	War Memorial
Very Old and Separate Churchyard

Street Light structures
	July
February

March
	Cllr. Sedgwick

Cllr. Sedgwick/Burns

Cllr. Sedgwick
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