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Minutes 

Burton-in-Lonsdale Parish Council Meeting 
Thursday 23rd September 2010, 
Methodist Chapel Room
Present: Cllrs. Burns (Chairman), Hird, Mason and Salrein; County Councillor Ireton; PC A McClurg; six members of public.

In attendance: The Clerk.

Apologies: Cllr Handley, District Cllr Brockbank.

1. Declarations of interest (if any) re this meeting; signing of Declarations Book; changes to be updated on Register of Members’ Interests

There were no declarations of interest, or changes to the register of members’ interests.
2. Co-option of new councillors (two vacancies); declaration of acceptance of office

Several residents expressed an interest; however, the numbers have decreased since August. The Clerk advised the necessity of advertising the co-option, so that new councillors can be appointed at the October meeting.
3. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 29th July 2010

The Minutes for 29th July 2010 were circulated to all councillors prior to this meeting and taken as read.

Resolved

The Minutes for the meeting of 29th July 2010 were accepted as a fair record.  The Chairman signed and dated the Minutes. Copies of the Minutes were made available for the Village Hall Notice Board.

4. Public Questions or Statements: see attached conditions

There were no questions or statements.
5. Matters Arising from the Minutes of 29th July 2010, if not on this Agenda

There were no matters arising.
6. Police matters

PC McClurg reported crime figures for the period April to September 2010: in Bentham 50 crimes (down 7% against same period 2009); Ingleton/Clapham 65 crimes (up 27% against same period 2009). Staffing is 6 PCs and 1 sergeant at Ingleton; & PCs and 1 sergeant at Settle. There is a proposal to build a new station at Settle, converting the stables behind the existing station.  Thus far, spending cuts effects not felt.  Incident in Burton: three men walked into the Village Shop, looking at the security cameras; this was reported to the police.  Road traffic accident on Ireby Road on 9th August. A parking ticket issued for parking on bend in road at Town End (near West View).
A member of public reported having received scam letters promising winnings, or similar; everyone advised to ignore and destroy letters.

7. NYCC Review of Provision for children 0-19 in Nth Craven: public consultation (consideration of education provision: three tier vs. two tier system); Parish Council’s response.
Cllr. Ireton gave a brief summary of a recent review of education provision in North Craven, in which schools were identified as not running at capacity, and some facing financial shortfalls.  The review recommendation is to close Ingleton and Settle Middle Schools, extending the time children stay at the first schools: a two-tier, rather than a three tier system as it is at present.

There was some discussion about the proposal; councillors opined:

a) the timing of the closure would be critical, particularly to those immediately affected in either the primary or middle schools.

b) Teachers may look for jobs elsewhere in the meantime, because of uncertainty

c) Concern children may be moved to either Leck or St Mary’s (Kirkby Lonsdale) because of uncertainty, unintentionally and unnecessarily running down the village’s school.

Cllr. Ireton advised the proposal is a recommendation, and is not set in stone, as ultimately parents have the main voice.

Responses to the NYCC proposals have to be submitted by 5th November; Cllr. Mason, a school governor at Richard Thornton’s School, will report to the next parish council meeting, before the parish council makes its response. 

8. North Yorkshire County Council

a) Consideration of proposed NYCC Waste Disposal contract: parish council response
Cllr. Ireton spoke to the meeting, addressing concerns expressed by a group opposed to an incineration plant at Allerton: NYCC is relying on the Environment Agency to professionally assess uses and risks associated with waste incineration; a licence will only be issued if correct waste disposal methods used.  Traffic movements will be considered in the planning process.  Although the Public Funding Initiative has a very high cost, it should be considered against the rising cost of Landfill Tax.  Trade waste (not including clinical waste) is already dealt with by NYCC.  Although finances will be scrutinised, the project is very likely to go ahead.

b) Concessionary Fares Scheme proposed changes: parish council response
Cllr. Ireton explained NYCC proposes to limit concessionary scheme use by changing the times during which bus passes can be used to after 9.30am.  If buses are used before then, the full fare has to be paid. Currently, the bus timetable includes two Lancaster-bound buses before 9.00am Monday to Friday; curtailing the bus pass use period increases this to three (07.07, 07.29 and 09.09am). The first available bus on which bus passes can be used will therefore be 10.09am.
Resolved

The parish council agrees to the proposal.
c) Parish Charter proposal by NYCC
The correspondence relating to this item was circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.  No comment was made.

d) Salt bin provision for winter road maintenance: consideration of current and future provision
Cllr. Ireton advised of a pilot scheme in Bentham whereby the first lot of salt is free of charge, suggesting contacting the clerk for further information.
The matter of the gritting vehicles stopping at county boundaries was raised; Cllr. Ireton suggested contacting Lancashire County Council to suggest gritting between Ireby and the boundary at Stainderber (useful as steep incline at county boundary) and between Cantsfield and the county boundary west of Burton in Lonsdale.

Cllr Ireton left the meeting.

9. Finance Matters

a) Bank balances, including receipts as at 19th September 2010

The Clerk presented the bank balances as at 18th September 2010. The statement includes a schedule of commitments and payments. (Appendix 1).  The Clerk noted the large items of expenditure committed to, namely Village Green two new seats (not yet invoiced), a new street light at Town End, not yet  installed. Total approx £3,800.
b) Payments of budgeted and non budgeted items
Resolved

To authorise payments on behalf of the Parish Council as per Appendix 1

c) Street Lighting plan: progress report
The Clerk received on the day of this meeting outline estimates for replacement street lights on the High Street / A687, either replacing the current lighting which would continue to be owned and maintained by the parish council, or a scheme of up to 30 lights, paid for by the parish council, but afterward adopted and maintained by NYCC.

Resolved

The Finance Committee gives further consideration to the estimates, and report to the full council meeting in October.

d) Risk assessment: appointment of councillors to oversee action points
A draft schedule of items for regular inspection was circulated prior to the meeting; councillors were undecided as to who should be responsible for which items, except that of the weekly children’s play area, which continues to be Cllrs Burns, Mason and Hird.

Resolved
To consider the matter more fully at the Finance Committee meeting, and report to the full council meeting in October.

e) Finance Committee: review and confirmation of terms of reference
An outline terms of reference was circulated prior to this meeting and will be discussed, amended where necessary and adopted at the Finance Committee meeting; a report to the full council will be made.

f) Annual external audit: report and action points (if any)

The external auditor (Mazar) has completed the annual audit of the accounts for the year ended 31st March 2010 and reported “on the basis of our review, in our opinion the information contained in the annual return is in accordance with the Audit Commission’s requirements and no matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.”
Resolved

The Clerk will place a Notice of Conclusion of Audit and Right to Inspect the Annual Return on the Notice Board as soon as possible after this meeting.

10. Reports

County, District and Parish Councillors

There was no further report from the County Councillor and no report from the District Councillors.

Cllr Salrein: Footpath No 1 is not passable near Longber Farm.  A discussion followed about the disparity between the Definitive Map and the farm’s own map regarding the position of Footpath No. 1.  
Resolved

To report the footpath’s condition to the JARW representative for further investigation.

Cllr. Salrein requested Lancashire County Council be approached regarding erecting warning signs for bends in the road on the approach to Cantsfield.
There were no other parish councillor reports.

Clerk, YLCA training report
The Clerk attended the YLCA training session in August, which was very useful.  A summary of the training will be circulated after the meeting. The Clerk noted she was the only Clerk attending, the rest of the attendees being (new) councillors, for whom the training was primarily targeted.
Woodland Trust

The Woodland Trust’s area officer recently contacted the Clerk about a suspected septic tank leak at the entrance to Greta Wood, below Greta Mount.  Enquiries established this may be associated with a long-standing situation between two householders at Greta Mount, concerning a shared septic tank.

Resolved
To advise the area officer to approach the householders direct in the first instance.

Village Hall Committee
The Village Hall Committee submitted a report as per Appendix 2.
Joint Access and Rights of Way Committee

There was no report.

Bentham Common Lands Charity
Cllr Mason reported that, contrary to the previous BCLC Secretary’s letter of confirmation appointing Cllr. Mason as a Trustee, her name does not appear on either Trustee documents, or the Charity Commission website. The new Chairman is liaising with Ingleton Parish Council re appointing a new representative, and will also investigate the utilities way leaves due to the Charity.
11. Recreation Field

a) Play Area Maintenance: annual inspection report, special inspection re safety mat requirements.


Cllr. Burns reported a recent advisory visit established safety matting was necessary for the swing areas and one part of the climbing frame that was over 1.5 metres high. Two new cradle swing seats have been installed by A. Burns.  A question mark remains regarding the tyre swing whether to keep or replace it. 
Resolved
To obtain an up-to-date quote for supply and installation of rubber safety matting for the swings and climbing frame area from Lancaster Rubber; for the Chairman to make enquiries regarding taking down the tyre swing.
b) Signage costs re gate sign(s)

The Clerk reported estimated costs as follows:

Re-lettering/additional lettering: approximately £10 plus VAT.

Aluminium composite (vinyl/PVC sandwich) signs, no fixing channel:

Small (A4 size) £18.77 plus VAT;    420 x 300mm (A3) £26.58 plus VAT

(2 signs same size as existing ‘No Dogs’ sign £35 plus VAT)
Clips and fixing channel extra.

Resolved
To buy a new sign for the smaller Rec. Field gate: ‘No Dogs or other animals’, and to add wording to the main gate sign.
12. Very Old and Separate Churchyard: management of grass cutting, etc.
Clerk circulated prior to the meeting a short report by the current contractor and advice from a botanical expert regarding grass care in the VOSCY.
A brief discussion highlighted concerns regarding the cost of establishing and adopting a different regime to the present care regime.

Resolved

To keep the VOSCY grass cut as at present, to maintain the VOSCY in a tidy condition.
13. Village Green

New Seats: confirmation of inscription wording for additional plaque.
The Chairman noted the recent village history exhibition contained a folder about Elizabeth II’s Coronation and in which was mentioned the creation of the area on the Village Green for the seats  and their purchase to mark the occasion.
Resolved
To put this item on the October meeting agenda.
14. Craven District Council

a) Planning Matters:
i)  planning gain guide consultation: comments

Resolved: There appeared to be no comments to be made at present.

ii) Proposed tree works: Hollins House, Duke St, Burton LA6 3LG

    1 x sycamore – fell; 1 x cherry – crown reduce by 1 to 1.5m

Resolved: there are no comments to be made regarding the proposed works.

iii)15/2010/10882:1a Manor Close, Burton, LA6 3NE

Replace timber doors and windows with dark wood stain effect UPVC units
Resolved: There are no objections to the proposed works, although it was noted the property is inside the conservation area as shown by the 1999 CDC map.

iv) 15/2010/10971: 2 Greta Heath, Burton, LA6 3LH

Single storey side extension
Resolved: There are no objections to the proposed works, providing materials in keeping with the surrounding buildings are used.

v) 15/2010/10792: Harrinforth House, Brentwood Farm, Barnoldswick Lane, Burton LA6 3LZ: garage conversion with extension to SW elevation. Permission granted. This was noted.
b) Community Right to Build: parish debate and views.
The Clerk circulated prior to the meeting correspondence regarding this item.  There was no discussion.

c)  15/2009/10098: refusal re Brentwood Farm Cottages; applicant’s complaint to 

 parish council.
Following the July meeting, the Clerk obtained advice from the Yorkshire Local Councils Association regarding the complaint, which was circulated to all the councillors.

The Chairman spoke on behalf of the councillors agreeing some comments were personal, and did not relate to the planning application process. These comments would be withdrawn; however the original comment regarding the initial  planning application concerning the removal of the condition would remain.

Resolved

A letter, stating the above, to be sent to the complainant, with a copy to Craven District Council Planning Department withdrawing the non-planning related comments.

15. Correspondence

There was no correspondence.
16. Items to be included by Clerk in press release re the meeting

The Clerk to submit a report in due course.
17. Date, time and venue of next monthly Parish Council Meeting
Resolved

A Finance Committee meeting will be held on Monday 18th October at 7.30pm, venue to be confirmed.

The October monthly meeting to be held on Thursday 28th October 2010, 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 10pm

Signed ……………………………………………..

Dated ……………..
Appendix 1
Bank Balances, Commitments and Payments for September 2010
	NatWest Current Account at 18.09.10
	300.00

	NatWest Business Reserve Account at 18.09.10
	13,174.15

	Receipts                                                     
	

	NatWest Bonus Saver Account at 30.06.10 (interest = £15.10)
	7,226.06

	
	20,700.21

	Less: unpresented cheque(s)
	0.00

	
	20,700.21

	Commitments at 19th September 2010
	

	Contingency Fund
	1,400.00

	Play Equipment (2006/7:£900; 2009/10: £919) less £406.20
	1,413.00

	Street Lighting replacements (2006/7, 2009/10 budget / precept)
	2,000.00

	Burton Regeneration Group set aside in 2005/6, 2006/7
	3,334.00

	Very Old & Separate Churchyard Lych Gate Restoration (200 +500)
	700.00

	VOSCY Safety Notice
	150.00

	VOSCY memorial safety inspections
	600.00

	c/f from 2007-8 budget                      Travel
	50.00

	                                                         Minute Book binding
	50.00

	                                                          Parish Plan Expenses
	100.00

	Clerk's Retirement Gratuity & pension provision starting 2007/8
	1,649.00

	Village Transport Needs Survey grant money
	202.00

	Sundries (from 2009/10)
	143.00

	Budget remaining  at 24.06.10: approx. inc unspent items
	6,736.00

	Underspend from 2009-10 (approx)
	3,400.00

	
	21,927.00

	
	

	Cash at Bank 31.03.11
	-1,226.79

	Add 2nd tranche precept (total £11,500)
	5,750.00

	Cash at Bank 31.03.11
	4,523.21

	
	

	Parish Council - Payments August 2010
	

	1523 E On (portacabin)
	29.40

	1524 Yorks Water (2nd Qtr 2010)
	9.47

	1525 YLCA (re clerk/new cllr training)
	35.00

	1526 The Multimedia Shop (2 external hard drives usb)
	90.00

	
	163.87

	Parish Council - Payments September 2010
	

	1527 Wicksteed Leisure Ltd (play area inspection)
	83.43

	1528 HRS Enterprises Ltd (grass cutting, maintenance)
	798.24

	1529 Playdale Playgrounds Ltd (swing seats & chains)
	477.29

	1530 Mazars (external audit 2009-10 accounts)
	158.62

	1531 S Gregory (salary Aug/Sep; use of home June-Sep)
	347.35

	1532 Gregory & Co (computer services Sep 2010 qtr)
	135.13

	
	2,000.06

	Total Payments August and September 2010
	2,163.93


Appendix 2

Village Hall News September 2010 
• Refurbishment: With the addition of further double and secondary glazing and a range of new pans and other cooking utensils the refurbishment covered by our Big Lottery Grant is now complete. We would like to express thanks to our local contractors for their excellent work, all completed to time during the past year: Gordon Guy (building), Tom Lawson (joinery), Gerry Foy (heating), Jonathon Lawson (electrics), Tim Wheildon (boiler servicing). 

• Free Buffet Lunch for painting volunteers 20 November: We plan a day of painting in the Hall on Saturday 20 November and we would be grateful for any volunteers who could help us---perhaps even lowering the average age of the workforce below that of the state pension! Please contact Kit Dodson if you could spare some time to help on 20 November. 

• Coffee Morning 16 October: By Jill Peel for the Church Lighting Fund 

• Annual Craft and Gift Fair 6 November: There will be the Annual Village Hall Craft and Gift Fair on 6 November, 10-3pm. To book a table contact Ruth Gill, 62014 or by email ruthatbodkins@btopenworld.com 
• Chris Bannister 16 December: John Denver Christmas Evening: Back by popular request, watch for posters with more details. 

• Booking the Village Hall: You can do this by telephone to Alice Dale 61107 or Jean Thornber 63033 or email via our webpage (Google usually finds us):  http://northcravenhistoricalresearch.co.uk/BVH/BurtonVH.htm 

Online there is the calendar of bookings for the rest of 2010. 

Frances Dodson
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