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Minutes of a Meeting held by Burton-in-Lonsdale 
Parish Council on Thursday 28th June 2007 

between 7.30pm and 9.45pm in the Village Hall 
 
Present: Cllrs. Boddy, Burns (Chairman), Ford, Handley, Jones, Mason and Salrein; 
District Councillor Barrington; PC McClurg; six members of public. 
In attendance: The Clerk. 
Apologies: County Councillor Ireton; District Councillor Camacho. 
 
Chairman Cllr. Burns welcomed new District Councillor Lin Barrington and new 
Parish Councillor Zoe Ford to the meeting, hoping they would enjoy their time in 
office. 
  
1. Declarations of interest (if any) re this meeting; signing of Declarations Book; 
changes to be updated on Register of Members’ Interests 

Item 11c: Cllr Burns declared her interest, as a member of the Bowling Club. 
 
2. Revised Code of Conduct for Council Members including new Code para. 
12(2), effective as of 3rd October 2007: actions to be undertaken by the Parish 
Council. 
Councillors briefly discussed this item and agreed to give fuller consideration to the 
adoption and advertising of the revised code of conduct at the July meeting. 
 
3. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 24th May 2007 and Annual Parish 
Council Meeting of 24th May 2007  
The Minutes for the above meetings were circulated to all councillors prior to this 
meeting and taken as read. 
Resolved 
The Minutes for the meetings of 24th May 2007 were accepted as a fair record.  The 
Chairman signed and dated the Minutes. Copies of the Minutes were made available 
for the Village Hall Notice Board. 
 
4. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting of 
24th May 2007 and the monthly meeting held on 24th May 2007. 
Item 10, page 470: Cllr. Burns reported minor repairs will be done very shortly. 
Item 5, page 468: Balloon Flight vouchers for 2007: the Clerk reported the vouchers 
in respect of the 2006 launches had been received.  
Resolved: to write immediately requesting the vouchers in respect of launches during 
2007, valid until 1st June 2008. 
 
5. Public Questions or Statements 
A member of the public, Mr Burns, made a statement concerning traffic speed and 
management in Burton (see appendix 1), asking the Parish Council to support his 
campaign. 
Cllr. Jones expressed the Parish Council’s concern that speed limits were not being 
observed, along with other traffic issues. However, along with the general sympathy 
for Mr Burn’s thoughts on the matter, there is concern as to how to approach the 
problem. The Chairman gave an assurance the matter will be discussed more fully in 
the July meeting. 
 
6. Police matters 
PC McClurg reported  
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• two recent break-ins at Bentham Conservative Club and Tooby’s at Ingleton. 
• pipeline vehicles leaving excess mud on the road have been reported to the 

police, since which time matters have improved, as vehicles are now being 
washed before leaving site. 

• Parking: two cars are causing some concern as they are parked too close to 
the bend at Town End (east end of village) and near the Chapel Lane 
junction. 

• The 20mph zone is clearly not working: a speed of 42mph was registered on 
Friday 22nd June, going past the Village Hall, which is in the middle of the 
20mph zone.  PC McClurg expressed his opinion that the road is too wide for 
a 20mph restriction to be effective without further physical measures being 
installed. 

 
7. Finance 

a) Bank balances as at 19th June 2007 
See appendix 2 for the bank balances and commitments as of 19th June 2007. 
 
b) Payments of budgeted and non budgeted items, including tree maintenance 

on the Riverside Land 
The council noted that debris from the recent Riverside Land tree 
maintenance had been left on the level area just below the Riverside Land, 
adjacent to the river itself.  However it was  
Resolved 
To make the payments as per Appendix 2. 
 

c) Annual risk assessment, insurance, and asset register review 
The Clerk reported the internal auditor’s advice recommending the annual 
risk assessment, insurance cover and council assets register be reviewed at 
the same time; this item to be discussed in full at the July meeting  

d) Annual Accounts and Annual Return: completion and signing of document 
for external auditor 
A copy of the annual accounts (year ended 31st March 2007) and annual 
return was circulated to the councillors prior to this meeting; it was 
Resolved 
The Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign the annual accounts and the 
Annual Return and submit the same to the external auditor before 30th 
September 2007. 
 

e) Approval to revise bank mandate signatures to include new councillors 
The Clerk gave each councillor a change of mandate form to complete and to be 
taken to a branch of the NatWest Bank for proof of identity, so that the two new 
councillors may be added to the parish council’s bank mandate. 
Resolved 
Each councillor to complete and sign change of mandate form and take to a bank 
to agree proof of identity, returning the original form to the Clerk for later 
submission to the parish council’s own bank. 
 

8. Reports 
County Councillor: no report 
 
District Councillors:  
Cllr. Barrington reported the annual meeting of Craven District Council took place at 
the end of May, with District Cllr. Barrington taking a place on the Policy and Audit 
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Committees, and District Cllr Camacho taking a place on the Planning and Overview 
and Scrutiny Committees. 
The District Councillors are planning to do a ‘surgery’ on Saturday 10am 14th July in 
High Bentham, and later surgeries planned for Burton and Low Bentham. 
Parish Councillors: no report 
 
Clerk: no report 
 
Woodland Trust: no report – Clerk to request maintenance plan. 
 
Burton Community Sports: it was suggested a non-parish council member be co-
opted to represent the parish council and submit a report from time to time. 
 
YLCA: no report; however it was noted there have been copious emails 
communicating various matters. 
 
Village Hall Committee: a recent craft fair produced a small profit of about £150. 
 
Joint Access and Rights of Way Committee: there was some confusion as to who 
should have attended the last meeting; the representatives’ contact details to be re-
confirmed to the Committee. 
 
Burton Regeneration Group:  the recent Big Picnic saw lower attendance than 2006 
probably due to poor weather; a small loss was recorded, mainly due to covering the 
cost of the band hired for the afternoon. 
 
9. Riverside Land 

a) Licence to cross over the Riverside Land: progress report 
Cllr. Jones had an informal meeting with Mrs. Power; both concluded the draft 
licence did not resemble to original letter of intention sent by the parish council 
on 6th December 2006. 
Resolved 
Cllr. Jones to discuss with solicitor means of making the draft licence acceptable 
to both parties. 
 
b) Parking on Riverside Land 
Clerk reported the letter sent on 31st May was incorrect, and that a new letter, 
stating parking is not allowed on the grassed area of the Riverside Land should 
be sent. 
Resolved 
To send a letter to the residents at 1, 3, and 5 Greta Heath, explaining parking is 
not allowed on the grassed areas of the Riverside Land. 

 
10. Recreation Field 

a) Play Area Maintenance 
Following the regular checks, the Chairman reported a small section of the 
stone wall adjacent to the road was damaged.  Clerk to investigate. 
 

b) Grass Cutting 
The grass cutting standard around the play area was noted as being very high; 
the grass on the main part of the Recreation Field was cut at very short notice 
in time for the Big Picnic on 17th June. 
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Resolved 
A letter of thanks is sent to Frank Brown for cutting the Recreation Field 
grass at short notice. 
To enquire if Ingleton AFC is able to cut the grass during July/August, as 
there is a summer soccer school event at the end of August. 
 
 

c) Lease of land to Bowling Club 
A short discussion regarding the stage at which the matter has reached;  
Resolved 
Cllr. Jones to raise the matter with the parish council’s solicitor at the same 
time as discussing the Riverside Land Licence draft. 
 

11. Village Green Maintenance 
The Clerk reported that, as expected, the hawthorn tree trunk, left after felling earlier 
this year, has sent out shoots, and stimulated growth of more hawthorn shoots 
elsewhere in the area. 
Resolved 
To meet on the Village Green to inspect area on 5th July at 7.30pm. 
 
12. Very Old and Separate Churchyard Maintenance 
The Clerk reported that various saplings are growing in inappropriate places in the 
VOSCY and will need to be taken out/killed. 
Resolved 
To meet on the Village Green to inspect VOSCY area on 5th July at 7.30pm 
 
13. Craven District Council 

a) Planning Application 15/2007/7505: Siting of four holiday chalets, Greta 
House, Burton in Lonsdale, LA6 3LW (previous application withdrawn 
2006) 
Cllr. Handley copied the plans for each councillor prior to the meeting. 
It was noted that the previous application (15/2006/6247) was withdrawn 
prior to the planning meeting of 5th June 2006. 
 
After a short discussion it was agreed that the essence of the plan was no 
different to that of the original 2006 application and 
Resolved 
To write Craven District Council, reiterating the parish council’s previous 
objections (see minutes of meeting of 24th April 2006, item 6, page 380, copy 
of letter sent in 2006 appendix 3). 
 

b) CDC ‘Developing Communities event 10th July 2007 at Skipton 
Resolved 
Cllr. Burns and the Clerk to attend. 
 

c) Land wanted for affordable housing scheme: Craven Rural Housing Enabler 
The item was noted; councillors considered there was unlikely to be any land 
available in Burton for such a scheme. 
 

d) Unitary Status for North Yorkshire: consultation 
Clerk had circulated a number of items relating to the proposed unitary status 
reorganisation for NYCC prior to this meeting. 
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Resolved 
To inform NYCC officially of the parish council’s objections to the proposal 
on grounds of geographical distance and money involved in a reorganisation 
only a short time after CDC had spent money to deal with up-to-date systems 
and equipment. 
 

e) CDC response to parish council’s complaint regarding planning decisions 
The Clerk received a letter from the Head of Planning Services, which was 
circulated to councillors prior to the meeting. After discussion it was 
Resolved 
To Write to the Chief Executive expressing concern regarding recent 
planning decisions and the content of the recent Head of Planning’s letter in 
response. 
 
District Cllr. Barrington requested a copy of the correspondence be sent to 
her and District Cllr. Camacho for their information. 
 

f) Natural England: Finding the Finest – working towards extending your 
National Parks 
The Clerk advised the meeting the meeting that there have been some 
discussions in the recent past to extend the two National Park areas either 
side of Burton (Lake District and Yorkshire Dales) so that the areas in fact 
meet, creating an extensive National Park Area in the North of England.  This 
scheme may or may not happen.  If it does happen, the most likely effect 
would be to change the current planning rules affecting Burton (currently 
outside any National Park), bringing the parish under National Park planning 
rules, which are different to (some consider far stricter than) the current 
planning rules. 
 

14. North Yorkshire County Council 
a) Crossing Patrol at Richard Thornton’s School 

Gail Sismey, representing the Board of Governors and parents of Richard 
Thornton’s School reported to the meeting that NYCC were reviewing school 
crossing patrol provision, suggesting that the current patrol not be replaced 
after the current incumbent’s retirement in October 2007.  After talking with 
the Schools Crossing Patrols offer, Andy Scaife, at NYCC, and conducting a 
petition and newspaper coverage, it has been agreed the patrol be retained 
until at least July 2008, when the guidelines for provision are due to be 
reviewed. 
Resolved 
The parish council write to NYCC, expressing its pleasure that the patrol is 
to be retained, and that it is viewed in the village as an essential part of 
getting a child to school safely on the A687, particularly in the light of the 
failure of the traffic calming scheme to work as was first thought. 
 
Mrs. Sismey also requested the parish council to give consideration to 
supporting the school when it starts to raise 10% of funds required for the 
next stage of refurbishments, a requirement of the funding authority. 
 

b) Review of Passenger Transport Services & Home to School Services, Craven 
Area. 
It was noted that bus and train services continue to not coincide/connect with 
each other, and therefore are of little use to those wishing to use public 
transport to commute to say Settle, Skipton or Lancaster for work. 
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Resolved 
Clerk to write to NYCC drawing to its attention the apparent anomaly. 
 

15. Correspondence and Any Other Business 
• Clerk received consultation letter from Highways Agency regarding the de-

trunking of the A65 between the M6 junction 36 and the A59 roundabout 
junction. 
Resolved 
To write to the Highways Agency objecting to the proposal, on grounds of 
financial pressures on already stretched local authority maintenance of local 
roads. 

• Poster for re-useable canvas shopping bags available for purchase from Settle 
Town Hall or Skipton CDC Offices: to be put in Village Shop. 

 
16. Items to be included by Clerk in press release regarding the meeting 
Resolved 
To report on road safety issues including school crossing patrol and de-trunking of 
A65. 
 
17. Date, time and venue of next monthly Parish Council Meeting 
The next meeting to be held on Thursday 19th July at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
 
Cllr. Jones presented his apologies for the next meeting due to work commitments. 
 
The meeting closed at 10.10pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………..  Dated………………….. 
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Appendix 1 
PRESENTATION BY PARISHIONER MR. BURNS 

Traffic Issues – Burton in Lonsdale 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Update on Petition 
•During period of petition 
–1 individual reported to Police and cautioned for reckless road behaviour including 
speeding 
–1 individual knocked over on Ireby Road by speeding vehicle, which failed to stop 
–Cantsfield will be supporting and raising the items raised in the Traffic Briefing Paper, 
with their Parish Council and Lancashire Constabulary 

•Petition signed by 110 individuals in the village with comments 

from more that still wanted to sign (+ 33 children from the school) 

Petition Feedback•Not everyone supported petition actions as they felt 

they were not affected by the issue – generally they didn’t live on the High street or 
any of the roads leading into the village•Comments from petition: 
–Very dangerous with children 
–Need solar 20 panels like other villages 
–Very dangerous mounting pavement 
–Soon before an accident happens 
–20 limit and ban HGV’s 
–Too much heavy traffic too often 

–Roads can’t support HGV’s 
–Bumps only cause more noise 
–Knocked down by speeding car early 
May 
–Ignoring speed limit 
–No HGV’s 

Issue that need to be faced•Huge Government push on 

20MPH zones in village – however 
•Examples used all have entry / exit chicanes 
–Proposed before for Burton, rejected but positioning would have been wrong and too 
intrusive for residents 
•All are self policing 
–Definitely not – speeding an hourly occurrence and increased with increase in HGV’s. 
•All have multiple road markings and signage 
–These are inadequate, significant number of times that people are stopped by the 
Police and say they do not realise what the speed limit was 
–We have none of these. 

Proposed Next steps•Low cost immediate actions 

–Parish Council to write to all local hauliers and Quarries requesting that vehicles use 
junction 36 of M6 and A65 rather than ‘cut through’ voluntarily 
–Police to ‘speed’ blitz all entrances to the village for two weeks 
–Census to be taken of traffic type, profiled over a week period to understand what 
traffic uses the village 
–County Council finance case to be built for funding of chicanes, road markings 
–Local  “20 is plenty” activity with villagers displaying signs in prominent road positions 
from their gardens 
–Contact Sat Nav companies to request not suitable for HGV’s indicators put on maps 

 
 
 

Appendix 1 continued 
 

•Long term actions 
–Purchase of dot matrix speed signs 



Burton in Lonsdale  Minutes 28.06.2007 
Parish Council 

Pages 475 – 485  Total Pages = 11 482 

–Chicane implementation 
–Road narrowing with ‘paint’ 
–Installation of more road markings and speed signs 
–Purchase of “20” umbrellas for school children 
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Appendix 2 
 
 
Bank Balances   
NatWest Current Account at 19.06.07 300.00 
NatWest Business Reserve Account at 19.06.07 6,131.09 
NatWest Bonus Saver Account at 30.03.07 6,838.98 
   13,270.07 
Less: Unpresented cheques at 19.06.07 29.17 
   13,240.90 
Commitments at 19th June 2007  
Contingency  1,000.00 
Burton Regeneration Group set aside in 2005/6, 2006/7 3,334.00 
Very Old & Separate Churchyard Lych Gate Restoration (200 +500) 700.00 
VOSCY Safety Notice 150.00 
VOSCY memorial safety inspections 600.00 
VOSCY tree maintenance 225.00 
Riverside Land posts (between £570 and £2075) 1,000.00 
Clerk: use of private dwelling, storage, holiday (2006/7) 362.00 
Clerk's Retirement Gratuity & pension provision starting 2007/8: in 
budget  
Village Transport Needs Survey grant money 202.00 
Budget remaining at 26.05.07: approx. 7,112.00 
   14,685.00 
Cash at Bank 31.3.08 -1,414.93 

    
Add:  2nd tranche annual precept due 1.10.07 5,750.00 
    
   4,335.07 
    
Parish Council - Payments 28th June 2007  

1320 28.06.07 J C Binns (tree maint. R'side Land, VOSCY) 625.00 
1321 28.06.07 Yorkshire Water (19.02.07-21.05.07) 6.46 
1322 28.06.07 HRS Enterprises Ltd, grass Rec Field, VG, VOSCY 360.85 
1323 28.06.07 Yorkshire Audit (internal audit ye 31.3.07) 150.00 
1324 28.06.07 Yorks Rural Community Council annual sub 35.00 
1325 28.06.07 S Gregory (clerk's salary June 07, tele. Mar-Jun) 178.34 

    
  Cheques at 28.6.07 1,355.65 
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Appendix 3 

COPY OF LETTER SUBMITTED TO CDC 3RD MAY 2006 
  
Dear Mr Swain 
  

Planning Application 15 2006 6247:  

Siting of Four Holiday Chalets on land west of Greeta House, LA6 
3LW 
  
  
The Parish Council has considered this application at its meeting of 27

th
 April 

2006 and apologises for the delay in presenting its comments. 
  
The Parish Council strongly recommends this application for be refused for 
the following reasons: 
  

1. The application is contrary to CDC Local Plan (Outside the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park) 1999, policy EMP16, in particular 

a)     the proposed development is detrimental to the area viz:  
i)        the site is not well-screened by landforms or existing 

landscaping – it is clearly visible from a public footpath 
running alongside and adjacent to the property, from the 
two properties in an elevated position above the site, and is 
only partially screened from Greeta House itself. 

ii)          the scale is out of context with its surroundings, being 
to one part of the property, nearest the public view and 
presenting a crowded aspect to the views from the 
surrounding properties. 

iii)         The proposed chalets do not blend in either with the 
landscape nor with the existing buildings nearby – the 
chalets are of a wooden construction, with a nearly flat 
roof in corrugated metal; the existing buildings are of local 
stone, and slate pitched roofs. 

iv)        The proposed development is for four chalets, each of 
three double bedrooms, implying up to three cars per 
chalet would be making use of the single unmade track to 
access the site.  The single track is a well-used footpath 
on a popular route through woods, some of which is 
ancient woodland.  Increased traffic would pose a danger 
to footpath users.  The additional traffic would be on top of 
additional traffic predicted by a previous application 
(15/2000/603). Potentially, at any one time, there could be 
15 vehicles using the track, as against a current figure of 
about 6 vehicles. Increased traffic would take away the 
locally much appreciated rural character of the access to 
Clifford Woods (part maintained by the Woodland Trust). 

v)          The loss of leisure amenity for local residents regarding 
safe access to the above-mentioned woods – includes 
able-bodied walkers, families, older children, dog walkers. 

vi)        The residents in neighbouring properties have 
commented that there can be some noise from the current 
holiday cottages and are anxious these levels do not 
increase, thereby detracting from enjoyment of their own 
properties; likewise, local walkers would not wish to be 
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subjected to increased levels of noise, as the walk is 
regarded as quiet enjoyment. 

vii)       Access is unsuitable viz: the potential three-fold 
increase in traffic would be detrimental to the condition of 
the un-made single track which would wear the track at an 
unacceptable rate; the track itself has no passing places, 
with a steep bank on one side, and a low wall with a 3 – 4 
foot drop into the Greeta House field on the other side. 
The track meets a D class road at a sharp angle, with very 
difficult sight-lines re traffic approaching from the right 
(often at speed, and from a bend in the road). 

viii)     Concern has been expressed regarding the increase in 
traffic along the track, the sides of which are home to 
some unusual wild plants such as twaeblades orchids and 
herb paris (also mentioned in the CDC Local Plan 
(Outside the Yorkshire Dales National Park)1999). 

  
2. The other Local Plan policies which appear to have been disregarded 

are: ENV1, as the development is outside present development limits, 
EMP13, relating to visitor accommodation outside development limits, 
for the reasons outlined above. 

  
3. The parish council is of the impression the application amounts to 

‘creeping development’ in that the previous application on this site has 
produced two rented properties thus far; the barn is as yet 
uncompleted, and is likely, after a period, to be let as holiday 
accommodation. Together with the current application, the site would 
be entirely (seven) holiday properties, in an area already well-served 
with both holiday cottages and chalets and caravans. 

  
We trust the District Council will take these comments into consideration 
when examining the application. 
  
Yours sincerely 

 


